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We are proud and excited to welcome you to 
the OUTintheOPEN Festival for 2023, now in 
our twelfth year. In that time, we have seen the 
festival grow from humble beginnings to this 
year’s extravaganza of 22 events spread across 
two weeks.

With a fun combination of events new to the 
festival such as Drag Bingo, GLOW roller disco 
and Queer-aoke on offer, complementing the 
many regular favourites including Carnival Day 
with a stellar line-up of performers and Rainbow 
Storytime for our younger humans and their 
caregivers, there is sure to be something for 
everyone to enjoy.

The theme of the festival this year is, “these are the days of our lives”, a nod, not to the soap 
opera but to the song released and performed by one of our most visible pioneers, Freddy 
Mercury. The theme weaves queer history, always present but not always acknowledged or 
retold across the years, challenging us to share stories and to write our history in. In line with 
this theme the program includes a Queer Film Jamboree featuring some fabulously classic 
movies, Our Queer History Museum in Queens Gardens for Carnival Day and our locally grown 
History Can Be Queer workshop.

Festivals like ours, celebrating LGBTIQA+ pride and community diversity, particularly in the 
regions, elevates the presence and profile of our LGBTIQA+ community creating opportunities 
for community members, allies and the queer-curious to socialise and learn more about one 
another. This festival would not be possible without the dedication of our volunteer committee 
and #glambassadors, and the generous support of our many sponsors, proud partners and 
local businesses and community organisations.

Whether you are a festival diehard or a newbie, welcome to Shepparton and the Goulburn 
Valley - make sure you study the gig guide for those hidden gems, book tickets early so you 
don’t miss out, get your rainbows on and enjoy the experience that is “OUTintheOPEN” while 
enjoying all our region has to offer.

Welcome 
to the 12th annual OUTintheOPEN Festival!

Damien Stevens-Todd  
OitO Convenor

Deb Chumbley 
GV Pride President



Our Services
in Greater Shepparton

The Diversity Group is Greater Shepparton’s  
LGBTIQA+ social support group for young people 
aged 12-25 (and their friends). 

P: (03) 5831 6157 
E: diversity@vt.uniting.org   

gvprideshepparton

visit us @ gvpride.orgvisit us @ gvpride.org

The place to meet, socialise,
and spend time with those you
KNOW exist, but you cannot

seem to find...

Goulburn Valley’s LGBTIQA+ peer-led social support & advocacy organisation

The “Diversity Project” aims to create a safer and  
healthier community for LGBTIQA+ young people under 

25 across Greater Shepparton and Moira Shire.

P: (03) 5831 6157 
E: diversity@vt.uniting.org  

Email: TAG@gvpride.org     @TAGShepparton   Web: gvpride.org/tag

TAG (Transgender and Gender Diverse Advisory Group) Shepparton is a friendly place 
for people in the Goulburn Valley and surrounding areas to come together, make peer 
connections, find resources and peer support. 
TAG is open to all people who identify as Transgender and Gender Diverse.
We are also happy to have inclusive and supportive allies.
We occasionally catch up in person for a quiet picnic, coffee events and short trips.
During these events we share resources, our experiences and any information to help 
people on their journey whether that is help filling out gender-affirming paperwork, GP 
recommendations and many other helpful recourses.



Happy 12-year anniversary of the OUTintheOPEN Festival. I love and 
admire our LGBTIQA+ communities, particularly our resilience, which 
has never been more important. I’m a descendant of the Kalarie peoples 
of the Wiradjuri nation, who identifies as queer. I grew up in my rural 
hometown of Condobolin in NSW. I know how much support and 
visibility means in regional and rural Australia. OUTintheOPEN is yet 
another example of Victoria leading the way here. 

It’s wonderful that LGBTIQA+ communities - and our friends, families 
and allies - are creating a safer and more inclusive regional and rural 
Victoria. Floods have hit us in different ways across the state, with some 
communities carrying a heavier burden. As we rebuild and recover, I 
look forward to our Rainbow communities coming together, promoting 
connection, reducing isolation and celebrating our rich diversities. 

Thank you, Goulburn Valley Pride, for again organising this much-loved 
Festival through it all. You continue to provide safe spaces and support 
for LGBTIQA+ people not just for your region, but for all of Victoria.

I look forward to joining you all.

Todd Fernando
Victoria’s Commissioner 

for LGBTIQA+ Communities

Celebrating LGBTIQA+  
Pride & Diversity in Greater Shepparton & across Victoria

It’s great to see the 12th annual OUTintheOPEN Festival return for 2023. 
I want to congratulate committee members and volunteers for their 
tireless work in creating an action-packed line up of inclusive community 
events located across our region.

From Carnival Day in Queens Gardens, Masquerade at the Museum to 
pop-ups at local restaurants; there’s a smorgasbord of events which 
promote LGBTIQA+ pride and diversity. It’s important regional areas like 
Shepparton have opportunities for people to come together in their own 
backyard to celebrate inclusion and diversity. 

The 2023 festival theme of “these are the days of our lives” is a fantastic 
way for people to reflect on, have conversations and celebrate diversity 
at an individual and community level.

I encourage people of all ages to gather your friends, family, neighbours 
and colleagues this November and take part in this local festival of fun.

Sam Birrell
Federal Member for Nicholls



Welcome
to Greater Shepparton

On behalf of Greater Shepparton City Council, we congratulate the 
OUTintheOPEN Festival on another successful event and jam packed 
program.

Council is proud to support the festival committee members, staff and 
volunteers who have worked tirelessly to bring this event to life for 
another year. 

The OUTintheOPEN Festival provides opportunities for people to come 
together and celebrate in an environment which they feel comfortable 
and accepted.

Events such as this one aim to build a more inclusive and harmonious 
community within our region.

Greater Shepparton has a strong and diverse community and the past 
few years have been a reminder of how important staying connected 
truly is.

Please enjoy the festival and all of its activities, events and opportunities 
to come together and meet other people. 

While you are in the region, be sure to visit our local cafes and 
restaurants, retail stores and small towns, and immerse yourself in the 
beauty and uniqueness of Greater Shepparton.

Enjoy the 2023 OUTintheOPEN Festival!

Mayor, Cr Shane Sali
Greater Shepparton City Council

"GV Pride's annual OUTintheOPEN Festival has been instrumental in
strengthening and enriching our entire community. By supporting our LGBTQI+

community, they've cultivated a warm and inclusive atmosphere that benefits
everyone. OUTintheOPEN 2023 is an opportunity to celebrate diversity, unity,
and inclusivity and be part of a stronger and more vibrant community for all."

KimO'KEEFFE MP
THE NATIONALS MEMBER FOR SHEPPARTON DISTRICT 

(03) 5831 6944
kimokeeffe.com.au

kim.okeeffe@parliament.vic.gov.au
318 Wyndham Street, Shepparton



Festival Overview
OUTintheOPEN is Greater Shepparton’s Festival celebrating LGBTIQA+ pride & community 
diversity. 2012 was our inaugural year. OUTintheOPEN was developed to address some of 
the inequalities faced by the local lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans & gender diverse, intersex, 
queer, asexual (LGBTIQA+) communities and to build a more inclusive community in Greater 
Shepparton. We are now in our 12th year. OUTintheOPEN Festival is a project lead by Goulburn 
Valley Pride Inc. and is proudly supported by many other organisations and community groups. 
The Festival consists of health/wellbeing forums in Shepparton’s CBD, a Carnival Day on the third 
weekend in November, and a further 20+ events in this it’s twelfth year. Community festivals can 
increase feelings of belonging to a community, create connections, bring diverse people and 
organisations together, both through the festival planning and festival events, and build social 
inclusion, which has been linked with improved mental health and wellbeing (Barraket & Kaiser, 
2007). Social inclusion can be defined as “where all people feel valued, their differences are 
respected and their basic needs are met so they can live in dignity”. We’re pretty proud of what 
we’ve achieved! For further information about the history and background of OUTintheOPEN 
Festival, along with a full list of our community partners and sponsors, please visit our website.



Village Cinemas, Stewart St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

09
THU

NOV

6.00pm

Grab your popcorn, bring your friends, and let’s make history 
together at Shepparton’s 1st Annual Queer Film Jamboree!

In the Matrix, Neo (Keanu Reeves) believes that Morpheus, an 
elusive figure considered to be the most dangerous man alive, 
can answer his question -- What is the Matrix? 

This superhero adventure finds Batman (George Clooney) and 
his partner, Robin, attempting to foil the sinister schemes of a 
deranged set of new villains, most notably the melancholy Mr. 
Freeze and Poison Ivy.

Queer Film Jamboree
Batman & Robin and The Matrix

Bohjass Wine Bar, 276 Wyndham St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

09
THU

NOV

7.00pm

Drag Bingo is a night full of entertainment for your friends and 
family.

Get together a group and have a night full of laughter and play 
with some balls (with some dolls).

Hosted by Spencer Street and Polly Filla, you will enjoy a night 
full of live entertainment, lots of laughs and you may even learn a 
thing or two along the way.

Drag Bingo at Bohjass
Bohjass Wine Bar & Restaurant

DONATION

$25



Level 4, Shepparton Art Museum, 530 Wyndham St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

10
FRI

NOV

6.30pm

Join us at Level 4 of SAM (Shepparton Art Museum) for our 
opening night gala event, Masquerade at the Museum! Dress to 
impress as we welcome in the next #oito festival together and 
celebrate pride and community diversity across the Goulburn 
Valley whilst taking in the beauty that is the Victoria Park Lake 
at sunset. Be entertained throughout the night by the talented 
Polly Filla, Frock Hudson and Tom Nethersole as you enjoy a night 
of fun, connection, and celebration. Grab a drink at the bar and 
relish in the wonderful delights served by the Elsewhere at SAM 
team whilst you take in the sights from level four.

Masquerade at the Museum
OUTintheOPEN Festival Gala Opening Night

Cnr of Maude and Edward Sts, Shepparton 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

11
SAT

NOV

11.00am

The Q+ Hub is the ultimate traveling queer venue, architecturally 
designed to host a variety of queer community events across 
rural and regional Australia. We harness the power of arts, 
creativity and culture to improve the health, well-being & safety 
of regional, rural and remote LGBTIAQ+ communities by making 
them more visible, better connected & revitilasing their spirit. 
We believe pride and diversity is everyone’s business and 
open up participation to the wider communities in which queer 
people belong, fostering genuine interactions by providing fun, 
interactive and thought-provoking ways of taking part in queer 
culture.

Q+ Hub
@ Fryers Street Food Festival

FREE EVENT

FROM $69



Central Shepparton – venue provided upon registration prior to event 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

Transcending the Narrative workshop takes LGBTIQA+ people on 
a journey of writing, re-writing, and transcending their story.

Using principles of Narrative Therapy, Lorene Slade (they/she) will 
take us on a journey from the story we as queer people have – or 
are told to have – about our lives, to an affirming, transcendent 
narrative of our lives. The workshop will explore creative 
writing skills, Narrative Therapy principles, and internalised and 
externalised queerphobia. Lorene is skilled in creating safety, 
and warmth in group settings, and welcomes members of the 
LGBTIQA+ community to this uplifting workshop. Lunch provided.

Transcending the Narrative
Reclaim your story, transcend it

7.00pm12
SUN

NOV

11.00am

Eves Bar & Café, 210 High St, Shepparton  
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

12
SUN

NOV

11.00am

Join Rainbow Social Melbourne and OUTintheOPEN for Rainbow 
Social Brunch at Eves Bar & Café this #oito2023! Festival fans 
and friends and invited to join in on an OUTintheOPEN tradition – 
brunch! 

This year we are off to Eves Bar and Café, partnering with the 
team from Rainbow Social Melbourne. All welcome!

Free bookings required through ticket link.

Food and drink at menu prices.

Rainbow Social Brunch
Breakfast or lunch? You decide!

FREE EVENT

FREE EVENT



Reedy Swamp, Reedy Swamp Road, Shepparton North
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

12
SUN

NOV

5.30pm

Queer Nature Connection in partnership with RiverConnect will 
facilitate a nature connection activity specifically for the Queer 
Community. Nature doesn’t discriminate, and nature is very queer, 
so we’re all about encouraging people to connect with nature for 
wellbeing, healing and community. If fire restrictions allow, we will 
cook some food on a campfire for dinner! If not, other catering will 
be arranged.

Registrations for COVID-19 safety planning are essential.

Queer Nature Connection
& Campfire Dinner

GOTAFE, 152-200 Fryers St Shepparton
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

13
MON

NOV

9.45am

Ever wondered what it’s like to be LGBTIQA+? What was it like 
40 years ago, or 100 years ago? Are you curious to know why a 
pub called the Stonewall Inn is important? Do you know when the 
rainbow flag was first flown? Ever heard of a pink triangle?

Now’s your opportunity to learn in a safe space with others. 
Together we will create a timeline of key moments in the lives of 
LGBTIQA+ people. Join facilitator Emma Hofmeyer (she/her) and 
members from the LGBTI+ GO Alliance for this free session.

Free Community Lunch Included.

History Can Be Queer
It’s been a long journey for our community

FREE EVENT

FREE EVENT



Schnitz, 124-126 Fryers St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

13
MON

NOV

6.00pm

Join us for a scrumptious meal from Schnitz in Shepparton as part 
of OUTintheOPEN Festival.

Love a good feed? The team at Schnitz have the best menu 
goin’ on with great value, super tasty schnitzels, parmas, 
wraps and rolls…and omg have you tried the seasoned chips? 
Dietary alternatives available. Oh, and they assure us they have 
something on their menu for everyone, no matter how you 
identify! Reserve your spot!

More info at schnitz.com.au/our-menu/

Winner, Winner!
Schnitz for Dinner!

Harder Auditorium, GOTAFE,  
152-200 Fryers St Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

Because of his eccentric habits and bafflingly strange films, 
director Ed Wood (Johnny Depp) is a Hollywood outcast. 
Nevertheless, with the help of the formerly famous Bela Lugosi 
and a devoted cast and crew of show-business misfits who 
believe in Ed’s off-kilter vision, the filmmaker is able to bring 
his oversize dreams to cinematic life. Despite a lack of critical 
or commercial success, Ed and his friends manage to create an 
oddly endearing series of extremely low-budget films.

Winner of 2 Oscars (Best Supporting Actor & Best Makeup).

Queer Film Jamboree
Ed Wood - A Tim Burton Classic

7.00pm14
TUE

NOV

6.00pm

$5 refunded

DONATION



Venue TBA upon registration 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

15
WED

NOV

4.00pm

Celebrate Trans Awareness Week this OUTintheOPEN Festival.

LGBTIQA+ young people aged 12-25 are invited to join in the 
celebrations for Trans Awareness Week. The event will include 
free food, fun activities, and opportunities for connections, 
understanding and awareness, all whilst celebrating transgender 
and gender diverse communities in Greater Shepparton.

Anyone aged 12-25 who is LGBTIQA+ or an ally is welcome to 
attend. Location and further information will be sent via email or 
SMS once registration is complete.

Trans Awareness Week
LGBTIQA+ Youth Event

FREE EVENT

96 Waverley Ave, Merrigum
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

15
WED

NOV

6.00pm

Railway Hotel Merrigum Presents…Queer-aoke! 

Get your queer karaoke-lungs on at this super inclusive, fun, free 
event. Let’s get those gay anthems pumping!

Bistro open for dinner 6pm – 8pm with optional meals and drinks 
at menu and bar prices. Karaoke begins at 8pm. All welcome.

Registrations appreciated to assist with managing venue capacity 
and meals.

Queer-aoke
at the Railway Hotel, Merrigum

FREE EVENT



Harder Auditorium, GOTAFE,  
152-200 Fryers St Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

16
THU

NOV

6.00pm

Born into a family business of race cars, Speed Racer (Emile 
Hirsch) is one of the track’s hot stars. Sitting at the wheel of his 
Mach 5, he consistently deflates the competition. 

When Speed turns down an offer from the head of Royalton 
Industries, he uncovers a secret. Powerful moguls fix the races to 
boost profits. 

Hoping to beat the executive, Speed enters the same arduous 
cross-country race that killed his brother.

Queer Film Jamboree
Speed Racer

DONATION

GV Library, Marungi St, Shepparton 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

16
THU

NOV

12.00pm

Fabulous stories for the whole family!

Suitable for all ages.

Complimentary craft packs available, courtesy of Friends of the 
Shepparton Library.

Rainbow Story Time
with Frock Hudson & Shepparton Library

FREE EVENT



Bohjass Wine Bar, 276 Wyndham St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

Drag Bingo at Bohjass 
Bohjass Wine Bar & Restaurant

GV Library, Marungi St, Shepparton 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

16
THU

NOV

7.30pm

Meet author, Danielle Scrimshaw as she shares insights into 
researching and writing about the hidden history of Australian 
women who love women. Throughout history, women’s 
relationships have been downgraded and diminished. Instead of 
lovers, they are documented as particularly close friends; the type 
that made out, worked, lived, and are buried together. Besties, 
if you will. She and Her Pretty Friend aims to dispel this myth. 
It is an exploration of women’s relationships through Australian 
history, each chapter centring on a specific person, couple, or 
time period. Let us know you’ll be coming so we can have a chair 
and supper ready for you.

She And Her Pretty Friend
Author Talk

Join Spencer Street and Lady-Lou Bricantfor a night full of fun at 
Bohjass Food and Wine Bar, Shepparton. 

Balls will be dropped; pride will be celebrated and a night of fun 
and laughter will be enjoyed!

FREE EVENT

7.00pm17
FRI

NOV

7.00pm

SUN

$25



Eves Bar & Café, 210 High St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

17
FRI

NOV

6.00pm

GLOBE Victoria events are a great way to meet other likeminded 
people, expand your professional network and support the 
LGBTIQ+ communities in a casual social atmosphere.

You will also have the chance to enjoy our optional ‘Focused 
Networking’ sessions, which we will be running twice on the night 
starting at 7pm and 8pm. These sessions allow for a more direct 
interaction, speed networking and business profiling engagement.

Alternatively you can socialise in the main room and enjoy the laid 
back feel and great conversation during the evening.

GLOBE Victoria
Regional Networking

FREE - $11

Queens Gardens, Shepparton 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

18
SAT

NOV

10.30am

Our Queer History Museum will be at Carnival Day this #oito2023!

Immerse yourself in the past, learn about our LGBTIQA+ history, 
how we fought for our rights, celebrated ourselves and what the 
future holds.

Our Artistic Director, Ruby, is leading this project for our Festival 
and can’t wait for you all to come along and be part of history 
as we celebrate “these are the days of our lives” together on 
Carnival Day.

Our Queer History Museum
at the Queens Gardens

FREE EVENT



Queens Gardens, Shepparton 
Registrations: outintheopen.org.au

18
SAT

NOV

10.30am

OUTintheOPEN is Greater Shepparton’s Festival  
celebrating LGBTIQA+ pride and community diversity.

CARNIVAL DAY is our BIG event!

Wander through the stalls and markets; savour the smells and 
tastes of fresh local produce & home-made treats. There’s music, 
entertainment, food & info galore and our immersive Queer 
Museum to enjoy! Bring your friends, family and loved ones and 
don’t forget your picnic blanket or chair!

Carnival Day
in the Queens Gardens

MOVE, Emerald Bank, Kialla
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

18
SAT

NOV

4.00pm

GLOW are bringing classic roller disco back to OUTintheOPEN 
Festival in Shepparton!

All ages and all skill levels are welcome. Price includes skate hire. 
BYO skates welcome. Food trucks and market stalls.

Three sessions: 

Family-friendly 4-6pm and 6-8pm

Adults only 8-10pm

GLOW Roller Disco
at Museum of Vehicle Evolution

$25

FREE EVENT





Children in the Goulburn and Ovens 
Murray region need carers now. 

lwb.org.au   1300 592 227

Counselling, family dispute 
resolution (mediation), 
support for people affected by 
family violence, and programs 
for men who use violence. Phone 5820 7444

shepparton@rav.org.au
634 Wyndham Street, Shepparton

Riverlinks and Auspicious Arts Projects present

REKINDLED SYSTEMSREKINDLED SYSTEMS
WED 22 NOV 6PM WED 22 NOV 6PM 
RIVERLINKS EASTBANKRIVERLINKS EASTBANK
Riverlinks Box Office: 5832 9511Riverlinks Box Office: 5832 9511
riverlinksvenues.com.auriverlinksvenues.com.au

Catch the skillful storytelling, music, 
spoken word poetry, and dance of the 
unlikely collaboration between Yorta Yorta 
artist Allara and Ukrainian-Canadian artist 
Olenka Toroshenko live at Riverlinks.

Scan here to 
buy tickets

PCC is proud to support the
“Out In the Open Festival 2023”

Primary Care Connect is committed to the health
and wellbeing of the community.

Thank you to all supporters
Please support them as they support us!



Sunday Serve Drag Brunch
Featuring Gabriella Labucci and Daisy Chains

Aussie Hotel, Cnr Fryers and Maude Sts, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

19
SUN

NOV

11.00am

Get ready to SERVE! Join us at the Outback Bar (Aussie Hotel) on 
Sunday 19th of November for a lunchtime of fabulousness with 
the incredible Gabriella Labucci (Drag Race Down Under season 
3) and Daisy Chains!

Ticket price includes: 
- 1 x glass of champagne on arrival 
- Finger food lunch 
- Non-stop music and entertainment throughout the event by 
the fabulous and incredibly talented Gabriella Labucci and Daisy 
Chains!

FROM $65

The University of Melbourne, Graham St, Shepparton
Tickets: outintheopen.org.au

19
SUN

NOV

12.00pm

Female Trouble: An obese woman (Divine) gives birth to an 
obnoxious child and embarks upon a bizarre and violent life of 
crime. 

Desperate Living: A housewife (Mink Stole) murders her husband, 
runs away and ends up in a town ruled by an evil queen who 
wants to infect her kingdom with rabies.

Polyester: A frustrated housewife, Francine Fishpaw (Divine), 
tries to maintain her sanity while taking care of her dysfunctional 
household.

Queer Film Jamboree
Movie Marathon

DONATION



GOTAFE provides a welcoming and inclusive  
environment for all people within our diverse 
and vibrant community. We’re here to support 
you every step of the way in your education 
journey and beyond.

Visit gotafe.vic.edu.au
Inclusive Training Provider of the 
Year 2020. Proud sponsors of the 

OUTintheOPEN Festival.  

APPLY NOW FOR 2024! 

MAKING
EDUCATION
ACCESSIBLE FOR ALL

printed by PRINTworks, 195b Corio Street, Shepparton - pworks.com.au | 

Event details may be subject to change/s – please check website prior to the 
event to avoid disappointment: www.outintheopen.org.au/events-2023


